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‘Greensboro, N. C.

- August 31, 1936
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T em sitting in my room 8t the hotel waiting for &
train to take me back to Nashville to my loved ones and
my beloved work. I will aveil myself of this opportunity
to comply with your request to tell yon somethirg about
".the celebraticn, of the 180th ammiversasry of the Buffalo

Churoh. Y Pavid Ooldw sl wie podos; o Gfsliine, licd]

" As you know I was invited to preach the sermon Sunday
_ morning - the "high 1light™ of the celebration as the
Greensboro Record celled it. The reason for my selection
for this important role and perheps the only reason was
thet I am = prezcher &and 1linesl descendant, & great grand
son, of Dr. David Caldwell the first pestor of Buffelo Church. Ko
He wes born in Iencaster County, Permsylvenis, the son of ‘i’?’*
Andrew Caldwell, & farmer, end Elder of the Presbyterian %Y%%&Zu
Church. He weas epprenticed to & cerpenter erd followed
his trade of house building for a time. Feeling celled to iz
preach he took & thorough educetion, gredueting from Princeton
when be was 26 yesrs of age. Settlers in the Buffelo neighbor-
hood who had known him in Permmsylvanias asked for him to be "&*mm azz
sent to them s a missionary. He beceme the first pastor of “
two smell Churches, nemed efter the Creeks necr waich they Qe
stood, Buffelo and Alsmence. The salary was inadequste, only CV'ML.
$200 g year, so it became necessery for the ymng @ eacher to ¢ad,
secure & farm and work it, which he did sucessfully. He also > “%’
erected near his house & 103 school house where he taught a -
claczsicel school. Meny of the lesding men of.thet d&y preschers
end laymen got their training under him. Among them were five

%’% R

governors of states.

There was ™o physicien there,™ so he got books &nd
studied medicine. He ministered to the sick and became almost %‘
es proficient in his ministry to the body as to the soul. ‘ﬂ
‘}’sz.i%,

- This was his only pastorsts He di ed in his 100th yeer,
after a8 ministry of about 60 yeHrS. No worder with 211 these
open evenues into the heerts B¥ lives of his people they el-
most idolized him. Tho now dead more then & hundred yesrs,
his memory is fresh like ointmsnt poured out snd his neme is
e household word in Greensboro snd Guilford County. Thers zre
numerous merkers eyd memorials to him.

But I am snticipetirg my story. I must begin at the be-
ginning. I ceme over from iontrest where I hed spent a few
deys resting at the ‘Inn. They were not expecting me here

until Saturdey morning, when the exercises were to begin.
But I was efreid I'd miss something, so I reached Greensboro w“h

Fridey night sbout midnight.
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